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The World Today

Fspionage Is an Old, Old National Custom

By JAMES MARLOW
AP News Analyst

WASHINGTON (AP) — It's a8
old as man,

The House demanded to know -

ahoul the secret use of govern-
ment. funds in foreign affairs,
The President refused to ex-
plain,  This wasn't  President
Lyndon B, Johuson, It was
President James K, Polk 121
years ago.

Now the Central Intelligence
Apency is criticized for secret
{inancial help to U.S. groups,
such as studenis, involved with
similar groups overscas where
this government {iries t. block
Communist inlluence and take-
overs.

IL ean be taken for granted
that's only parl of CIA's operas
tions, that it spends millions in
spies, bribes and subsidies.
None of this is new,

Polk told Congress that under
a Jaw of 1810 he had the right,
for the public, to say nolhing
about sceret spending in foreign
affairs if publicity would hurt
the national intcrest. He said
this was every nation's experi-
ence,

The very first  Congress
passed a law like thal of 1810 in
1790 under the presidency of
George Washinglon who, during
the revolution, was up to his
neck in espionage,

Some authorities think he was
the-sharpest man in this field in
. American history up until the

" ganized

time William J. Donovan he-

came head of the Offce fof Sira- -

tegic Services in World War IIL

The shock of Pearl Harbor —
the lack of coonrdinated and or-
information  which
made the Japanese attack pos-
&ible — produced OSS. In twn,
CIA was a product, of the cold
war. Yet, the  British and
Freneh had organized espionage
since the 17th cenlury.

Because most historians skip
over spywork, all most Ameri-

" cang remember ahout espionage

in the revolution is thai Major
John Andre, the British spy, and
Nathan Hale, the American spy,
were hanged,

Bui the Britith were good at
it. During the revolution, when
Benjamin Franklin went to Par-
is to line up the French on the
American side, onc of the advis-
ors he considered a pairiotic
American was a well-paid Brit-
ish spy.

In the 1790°s, when this coun-
try sent envoys {0 Paris {o watd
off war with the French, Talley-
rand, the FFrench foreign minis-
ter, refused to see them but sent
in confidenlial apents who want-
cd a hribe of $250,000.

One authorily on cspionage in
the Civil War recently ex-
pressed the belief that the Un-
ion side alone had about 4,200
spies. In his special war mes-
sage to Congress in 1917 Presi-
dent Woodrow Wilkon  said “the
Germang had already so satu-
rated ihis country with their
spies “they could never be our
{riends.”

Bul apies, bribes and inform-
ers go away’ back, The Bible
had its sharer Judas, {or in-

forming on Jesus, gol 30 picces
of silver, When Samson gave
the Dhilistines the miseries,
they promised Delilah 1,100
pieces of silver for finding out
where his strenglh Iay. She dis.
covered il was in his hair and
when he went o sleep she
bronght in a man to cul it off,

Machiavelli made a name [or
himsell with his 16th century
study, The Prinee, ont how, in.
cluting dirly tricks, an ambi-
tious man could take power, Tl
1,180 years hefore that, in ledia
Kautilya wrote a similar but no
s0 well known book.

It was cven more defailed
than Machiavelli's, with all
kinds of dirty tricks spelled oud,
It wasn'{ translated into Bnglish
until ahout 1900,

Napolcont had one of the hest,
spics in history, Kart Schul.
meister, wha ot well paid for
pretending lo the Austrians he
was all on their side amd then
coming them into aftacking the
French «l Ulm, at the wrong
time,

The Romans were said o
have used carrier pigeons and
swallows for sending seerct in-
formation. Greek history is full
of double-dealing, Hislorian J,
R. Bury, writing of the Grecks
in docline, says public opinion
thought no worse of a man for
iaking a bribe from a forcign
power and considered onc who

, didn't “‘superhuman.”
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